REFLECTIONS. . . the Boston 


(The Fall National Affirmation meeting 
was held in Boston on September 17-19. 
The focus of the meeting was racism, sex- 
ism and classism...what they are and how 
they are manifested in our organization 
and in our lives. Resource person, Nor- 
een Carter, led a group of 50 persons 
through the weekend. This reflection is 
written by one of the participants in that 
meeting.) 


With apprehension and with hope, I at- 
tended the Boston Affirmation meeting, 
which was to deal with Racism, Sexism, and 
Classism. We had talked periodically 
about these and other "isms'' which block 
us from being an organization of wider re- 
presentation. My apprehension was of 
looking at myself and finding some stain- 
ed, previously unseen characteristic I 
did't know I had. My hope was that the 
weekend would be blessed by a revelation 
of "the solution" which would solve these 
"isms" in our lives and in Affirmation. 

The weekend confirmed neither my appre- 
hension nor my hope. I found within me, 
not some secret most-horrible-of-all sins. 
I found within me fear and pain and defen- 
Siveness. I found a fear of being racist 
of sexist or classist. I found a hesita- 


Judicial 


The United Methodist Judical Council, 
which functions as a "Supreme Court" for 
our denomination, ruled in late October 
that our church law does not prohibit the 
ordination of a gay man or a lesbian. The 
decision came on appeal from a ruling by 
Bishop Melvin Wheatley and sustained the 
position Wheatley took during last summer's 
Annual Conferences. 

The Judicial Council decision was wide- 
ly reported around the country, often with 
the implication that the denomination had 
suddenly opened the way for the ordination 
of lesbian and gay clergy. In fact the 
ruling did not change anything, it merely 
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tion to share my humanness, my shortcom- 
ings, my emotions of pain and anger. Ai 
found within me, me...sometimes behaving 
racist and sexist and classist, sometimes 
loving, always human. 

Affirmation was not cured in one week- 
end of all the "isms."' Each person pre- 
sent, however, was touched and transformed 
by sharing common struggle. I was trans- 
formed as I realized that my fear and pain 
and defensiveness was present in other 
people. I was transformed by others' wil- 
lingness to risk sharing their anger, 
their pain, and their shortcomings. As a 
group, we experienced conflict sometimes 
learning into it, sometimes running. We 
were transformed through these’ struggles, 
however imperfect and human. We moan that 
we are "not there yet'’ even as we begin to 
realize that our living comes as we journ- 
ey together and not as the acheivement of 
a goal. 

Yes...we still have the “isms.'' We 
will continue to look , to struggle, 
to confront ourselves and our organization 
And, we will love and reach out and risk 
being transformed. We are a gay and les- 
bian people singing for our lives and for 
the lives of our sisters and brothers of 
humanity. 


meeting 


Council Rules---Bishops React 


reaffirmed the position of the 1980 Gener- 
al Conference (and of Affirmation) that 
decisions about who shall be members’ of 
the clergy are properly made in the Annual 
Conferences. The decision would protect 
from the sort of challenge that Bishop 
Wheatley experienced earlier this year, An- 
nual Conferences or Bishops who choose to 
ordain a gay man or _ lesbian. Bishop 
Wheatley was charged with disobedience and 
heresy for appointing an openly gay man 
and for circulating a letter stating that 

homosexuality was not siful. 
In the wake of the Judicial Council's 
action, at least two United Methodist Bis- 
(Cont. on page 6) 


book 


EMBRACING THE EXILE, Healing Journeys of 


Gay Christians, by John Fortunato. New 


York: The Seabury Press, 1982. (137pp.) 


I generally am uneasy and usually nega- 
tive about "God" books. I balk when a 
writer uses the word "spiritual" over and 
over again. I am not certain why. I sus- 
pect that those words conjure up all kinds 
of unhappy and uncomfortable memories from 
my childhood and adolescence. However, 
Fortunato's book doesn't affect me in that 
way, and he consciously and intentionally 
describes the gay and lesbian life as a 
"spiritual journey," as a journey which 
calls for gays and lesbians to embrace 
both their Spirituality and their sexu- 
SELEY. Fortunato, a gay psychotherapist, 
describes his own journey movingly as an 
uphill climb to begin "being gay, being in 
a gay relationship, living with a gay 
person. And to be Christian.” 

The thesis of the book, as I understand 
it, has two parts: 1) gay men and les- 
bians, as well as non-gay and non-lesbian 
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persons, experience angst, an existential 
and essential anxiety, over our experience 
of the loss of control, personally and 
culturally. 2) Spiritual formation, the 
spiritual journey, is the process of 
learning how to surrender and to begin 
giving up attachments to things, ideas, 
and persons that prevent us from being who 
a loving God created us to be. Fortunato 
argues convincingly that the myth of con- 
trol is the basic operational myth of the 
United States if not all of the western 
world. We have been enculturated to be- 
lieve, at all costs, that human beings are 
the measure of all things and that through 
our volitional control we can manage and 
manipulate reality. When our life experi- 
ences show that, indeed, we are not in con 
trol, we begin to experience the over- 
whelming anxiety that somehow, somewhere, 
something has gone awry. Learning how to 
let go, how to surrender, is the content 
and the direction of everyone's spiritual 
journey, especially those of gay men and 
lesbians. 

(Cont. on page 6) 


FORMED 


seven. An ad hoc committee was named to 


plan the next meering. Serving on the 
committee to plan the 1983 (Minneapolis) 
meeting are Affirmation's Sharon Owens and 
Morris Floyd. 

The LGIA is committed to parity repre- 
sentation in deleyations. A delegation for 
major zroups may consist of three per- 
sons no more than one vf which may be 
a white mate. The other two must be a 
third worii person and a woman. 

At the Los Angeles spring meeting, Af- 
firmation will need to decide whether it 
is willing to be a member of and continu- 
ing participant in the LGIA., 


ADVOCACY FOR ORDINATION 


An Affirmation member and United Metho- Anonymity of contributors will be stric- 
dist seminary student is working on a pub- tly protected. Contributions may take the 
lication of the compiled writings of peo- forms of letters, poetry, journal entries, 
ple who have’ struggled with the conflict reflections, and essays....whatever ways 
between knowing themsevles' to be lesbian people have expressed themselves as they 
or gay and experiencing a call to minis- have dealt with the conflict. Writings 
try. The purpose of the project is to ad- are heing solicited from three groups of 
vocate the ordination of homosexual per people: 
sons by making personal stories available. 

"I start from a belief that God calls op- 1) those who are ordained, but are not 
pressed peoples in our midst to speak to open about their sexual preference, 
us as a people. I believe that there are 2) those who felt a call to ministry 
many legitimate lifestyles. I believe which they could not live out be- 
that the church's stance on homosexuality cause of their sexual preference, 
and the ordination of gay men and lesbians 3) those who have found ways to inte- 
has been damaging to persons and lacking grate openness with a ministry. 
in the love that Jesus modeled and God It is the hope of the editor/author that 
calls us to. I also think it has robbed the project will be published before the 
the church of the services of people who 1984 General Conference. 
have much to give. I intend that this Please send contributions to: 
publication would help to change this sit- 
uation. Evanston, Illinois << 

AN INVITATION TO AN INTENTIONAL WEEKEND 

For quite some time we've been hearinz WHEN??? 
the need and interest expressed... again February 25-27, 1983 
during the September meeting in Boston 
there were those who asked for it....so COST??? 
the Nashville Affirmation group invites Your transportation to Nashville, and a 
you to come be with other lesbians and gay contribution toward food. 
men ° 

To begin thinking about the components PLEASE RETURN THE ATTACHED INTEREST INDI- 

of a lesbian and gay theology of lib- CATOR (this is not a registration blank) 

eration through... BY DECEMBER 31. WE'LL RESPOND WITH FUR- 

-considering other theologies of Lib- THER INFORMATION BY JANUARY 15 ONLY TO 

eration...how are we similar...how THOSE WE HEAR FROM. 

are we different; ©0000 0 eee oe 

-identifying issues and events in our (return by December 31 to AFFIRMATION, 3 

own lives that have made for bondage <= _| Nashville, TIN << ff 

and liberation 

-interacting with resource persons Please send me further information about 

whose expertise will help us formu- the INTENTIONAL WEEKEND scheduled for Feb. 

late a process, define issues and 25-27 in Nashville. 

challenge us to move beyond where 

we are: NAME 
WHY ??? Address 


It's time in our own personal histories 
and the history of the Church. If we 


don't do it, no one else is going to. We Phone 

need a developing theology as theological 

underpinning for our own struggles. The Questions/comments: 
Church and the World need that witness 

from us. 

WHERE??? 


In Nashville, location dependent on the 
numbers who express interst. z 


jG. Changes 


At the September Affirmation meeting in 
Boston, a female spokesperson was named, 
and two members were added to the Coordi- 
nating Committee. Mary Gaddis of Holy 
City, CA was named as female spokesperson 
for Affirmation joining Morris Floyd in 
this task. Gaddis and Floyd are available 
as contact persons for Affirmation serving 
as liasons with the Press and United Meth- 
odist and Ecumencial leadership and struc- 
cures. 

The six member Coordinating Committee 
requested the addition of two members to 
assist in the volume of work which has to 
be done. Michael Collins and a woman were 
added. With reference to the face that 
the new female member of the Committee 
could not be publicly named, Mary Gaddis 
Stated, "It pains us that one of our mem- 
bers must use her gifts and graces annony- 
mously. This illustrates the oppression 
that the church and society continue to 
impose on our lives." 


Mark Bowman 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


If you have not recently updated your 
Affirmation Newsletter ''Subscription" , 
now is the time to do so: Affirmation 
Newsletters are available for $15 a year 
(sent bulk rate without an envelope) or 
for $20 a year (sent first class in a 
plain envelope). To update your’ sub- 
scription, or to receive our publication 
for the first time, mail a check and 
the form below: 


NAME 
Address 
City State Zip 


PLEASE MAIL CHECK AND COMPLETED FORM TO: 
Affirmation, Evanston, Illinois, 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE TASK _ FORCE 


The task force of Affirmation members 
working on the 1984 General Conference of 
the United Methodist Church met in New 
York on November 12-13. A proposal for a 
legislative agenda, a process for devel- 
oping that agenda, and ideas for strategy 
and presence at the General Conference 
were identified at the meeting. 

The task force proposes that Affirma- 
tion's legislative agenda include: 

1) deletion of Par. 906.13 (in the Dis- 
cipline) which bans funding to 
groups advocating the acceptance of 
lesbians and gay men. 

2) deletion of last phrase of the So- 
cial Principles statement on Human 
Sexuality (Par. 71£), which begins 
"though we do not condone the prac- 
tice of homosexuality..." 

3) instructing the general Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry to 
assist Conference Boards of Ministry 
in relating to lesbians and gay men 
in the ordained ministry. 

4) removal of administrative order leg- 
islation enacted in 1980 to expedite 
the removal of a pastor from an 
appointment. 

Ideas were generated in the task force 
meeting about strategies for working with 
other groups, key supporters, and the med- 
la. Reports were given and feedback eli- 
cited on the logistics for Affirmation 
members present in Baltimore for the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

The task force decided to complete the 
writing of the legislative agenda by the 
January meeting of the Coordinating Com- 
mittee. Other persons wishing to partici- 
pate in the writing/evaluation process 
Should contact Mark Bowman. The task 
force agreed to meet again in March to 
further develop proposals to be presented 
at the spring Affirmation meeting. 


task 


force 


reports 


FUND RAISING TASK, FORGE 


The Fund Raising task force is strate- 
gizing and planning to meet the budget 
needs for Affirmation. As the 1984 Gener- 
al Conference approaches, the needs are 
greater as meetings, phone calls, etc. en- 
able Affirmatior's presence there. 

In October, in consultation with the 
task force, the treasurer mailed to all 
members with pledges a reminder of the am- 
ount pledged and amount paid to date. 

At the Boston meeting, the finance 
yorking committee decided to ask Bishop 
Wheatley if he would be willing to help 
with fund raising. In November, members 
of the task force met with Melvin and 
Lucille Wheatley, informing them of the 
plans. The Wheatleys expressed their wil- 
lingness to support Affirmation's efforts. 

A mailing to obtain additional pledges 
and contributions will be sent out after 
the first of the year. 

The task force is also discussing pos- 
sibilities of raising funds outside the 
membership of Affirmation. Approaching 
foundations has been suggested. Any sug- 
gestions you have will be gladly received. 
Send them to Affirmation, 

Hollywood, CA [Eg. 


DATES FOR NATIONAL MEETINGS 


April 8-10, 1983 


September 16-18, 1983 


LOS ANGELES 


« . » BALTIMORE 


April 27-29, 1984 (tent.) . . . .BALTIMORE 


(Cont. from page 2) 


Fortunato also describes the "gay pre- 
dicament." Recognizing that the myth of 
control is not working, people become fru- 
strated and anxious; and "both gay and 
straight people end up in’ therapy usually 
because some part of the myth isn't work- 
ing....that experience creates anxiety and 
they want relief from it. For the gay 
person as well as the straight, the hope 
is for reintegration. But here the simi- 
larity ceases, Gays are blocked from re- 
integration within the mythic system. 
They are struck with their frustrations. 


a o_o 


(Cont. from page 1) 


hops have called for the 1984 General Con- 
ference Co take action specifically pro- 
hibiting the ordination of homosexual per- 
sons. Atlanta area Bishop Joel McDavid 
issued a statement entitled 'Methodists 
Should not leave the Church Because of Ju- 
dicial Council Ruling," calling it "un- 
thinkable" that either Georgia conference 
would vote to ordain a homosexual." He 
also declared that the Judicial Council's 
action in effect calls upon the 1984 Gen- 
eral Conference to "clarify the subject 
and make into law a procedure which will 
not allow the ordination of homosexuals." 
. Earl Hunt, resident Bishop of the Flor- 
ida Area, wrote a letter to pastors in his 
conference encouraging them to tell their 
people that the Judicial Council's ruling 
has not altered" the United Methodist 
Male a against homosexuality. Bishop 
unt characterized the United Methodist 
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hat's their gay predicament." (p. 37) 
Most of the systems, conventions, and in- 
stitutions that heterosexuals use to keep 
the sense of powerlessness at bay are off 


limits to homosexuals. Our reality is 


frightening. We must give up the myth 
forever. 

Learning to give-up, to let go, to sur- 
render is how the healing happens. Gays 
and lesbians must learn to take the risk 
of going deeper. We must travel into the 
abyss, into the bosom of God. Healing 


happens when we learn to embrace the exile, 
to embrace our separation, our abandonment, 
our loneliness, and our pain as the way 
life is, not just for us, but for every- 
one. And in that healing embrace can come 
the unexpected awareness and assurance 
that God is there. Then, and only then, 
can we be free to live and to love as com- 
plete and healthy human beings. 

Fortunato is a sensitive renegade. 
Lesbians and gay men ought to read this 
book, brood over it alone and together, 
and let its wisdom and insight illuminate 
our lives. It is not a comfortable book 
to read, but it is comforting. Once one 
learns to  surrender---a lesson one must 
learn over and over again I imagine---the 
journey takes shape and gains depth. As 
Fortunato conculdes, "then two strong, 
motherly arms reached out and drew me 
And I 
Enve Loped 


close to the bosom of all that is. 
was just there. 
being. 


Just being. 


And we wept. For joy.” 
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